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intro:  Yet More Handy Tricks: Volume 5
40 Yet more handy tricks!

To see even more handy tricks, check out the rest of the saga at http://www.instructables.com/id/Handy_Tricks_8_Island_Handy_Tricks/
and Fifty Handy Tricks.
and 40 More Handy Tricks
and Australian Handy Tricks
and Guatemalan Handy Tricks
and Yet More Handy Tricks
and Handy Tricks Six!
and Handy Tricks 7: Bike Mods and Projects
For a bunch of things that didn't work, check out How Not To.

First Handy Trick: Duct Tape vs. Fiberglass Rash

"Amazon Leg Woman X" was carving magnum waves on her badly weathered surf-vivor-board.
With no wetsuit of course because she only needs what she can carry in her teeth.
While straddling Mr. Terrible Fiberglass outside the break and waiting for the tastiest curls, she worked a whole nettle's worth of tiny fiberglass needles into her skin.
9 hours later she noticed she was in extreme pain from thigh rashes.
She whipped out a roll of duct tape from behind one of her molars and used it to remove the fibers.
She employed the "lint gesture hula", "rub the sticky side in the cardinal directions", and "leave it attached til tomorrow and pull the hair off too" methods.

step 1: California Jack Stands
Mose and I went in search of some wheels for a trailer at Bert and Johnnie's junkyard in San Leandro Ca.
I wondered why it was so hard to find the size we needed. Then I noticed the clever "California Jackstands" holding up most of the cars. A car comes with five rims if it's
got a spare, and by the time they're done stripping the car they've employed 8 rims to prop it up.

Other than that it's a really good design, very solid and a wide base for soft ground.
The top rim is tack welded to the bottom rim at the four points where they touch.

http://www.instructables.com/id/Handy_Tricks_8_Island_Handy_Tricks/
http://www.instructables.com/id/EFWZ9LUZ8AEUIFO10L
http://www.instructables.com/id/E9AZGN8F5Y3TS8X/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Handy-Tricks-from-Australia/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Amazing-Maya-Maize-Methods/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Handy/
http://www.instructables.com/id/HandySix/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Handy-Tricks-7-Bike-Mods-and-Projects/
http://www.instructables.com/id/EXUWF83F4S6BRZN/
http://www.bertandjohnnies.com/
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step 2: Lug Spacing Guage
The junkyard had this keyring full of handy guages for checking whether a wheel would fit a car.
If they both have the same number of holes and the spacing is right for the same pegs to span two holes, it's the same bolt pattern.

Pretty nifty, and a big timesaver in a wheel hunt.
Mose demonstrates with the wheel we were hoping to match.

step 3: Shopping Cart Engine Dolly
This was the sort of well organized junkyard you find in places where land isn't cheap.
They weren't even draining the fluids onto the ground to make future oilwells.
They had a friendly mastiff puppy there. The dog was playful but whenever it came around work stopped. The guys backed up and stared at it with their arms pulled back
and got into dog-management mode. That made me nervous. What was this dog capable of? I took my eyes off it while walking and it moved and I accidentally kicked it.
For a half-second I was scared to death that my question would be answered, but it didn't care.

Here's a nifty engine dolly made from a shopping cart.
Most of the carts in the engine shed were either custom built or chopped off the bottom of a computer rack cabinet.
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step 4: Super Custom Bandsaw Made from Chop Saw
After some oil this gorgeous machine spun right up and the blade wasn't even too bad.
It used to be a hinged cutoff saw but someone stood it up and put a little table on it to use as a vertical bandsaw.
Due to the large belt reduction it moves nice and slow and is plenty powerful to cut metal.

step 5: Shopping Cart Tool Stand
After a bit I started noticing the brilliant features of this little saw.
For instance the stand is made from a shopping cart. The wheels are positioned just right so they don't touch the ground unless you tilt it back to move it. So it's very solid
and secure, and easy to move.
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step 6: Angled Blade
It took one of my co-workers a long time to explain why this is so brilliant.
Finally I understood. Ordinarily a bandsaw blade is sideways and if you try to crosscut a long piece it hits the frame of the saw. A jigsaw has the blade fore-and-aft and
you can't rip anything that's long.
With the blade at an angle (theta Z) like this, you can rip or crosscut materials of any length.
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step 7: Bandsaw Toothbrush
This toothbrush cleans the side of the blade that rides on the wheels. Otherwise crap can build up on it and cause a crooked cut, tire wear, etc.

step 8: "Can-do" Lampshade and Chip Catcher
This lampshade is made from the side of a can. The hose clamp is just loose enough to twist the shade around to any angle, so your work is illuminated but you don't get
glare in your eyes.

The chip catcher pan is cut from a can of paint thinner or orther rectangular can. It also serves as a rudimentary belt guard. I bet there were other improvised belt guards
on this machine at one time.
At the moment it's not a safe place for hippy hair or hands to wander around.

step 9: Close Quarters Hacksaw
A co-worker of mine wrapped tape around this hacksaw blade to use it in some confined space. Usually I'd wrap the other end to use it as a pull saw. I'd use masking
tape cuz the feel of this vinyl electrician's tape creeps me out.
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step 10: Easy Chair Theater
Here's the most comfortable movie theater in the world!
It's Central Cinema in Alameda California. The chairs are all easy chairs, couches, and recliners. They've even got a few regular movie seats in case someone actually
likes those. The building is an old church with beautiful ship-rib rafters.

We saw the Coen brothers' new film "No Country for Old Men". It's a great movie for people who like violence and plot twists of the "but where's his gun now?" variety.

Their mother Rena Coen taught Art History at SCSU in St.Cloud MN and is a friend of my Dad's. She had a mild stroke early in life and on side of her face sags a bit and
is paralyzed. Her wit is unaffected. Once at lunch I asked her "What's in the box in the movie "Barton Fink""? She said "They wouldn't tell me. I thought it was the girl's
head." I said "I thought it was a big ball of duct tape".

I have her book "In the Mainstream The Art of Alexis Jean Fournier" right here. According to the bookmark my dad bought it for me from Sauk River Books, a used
bookstore run by Jerry Hansen, local poet, out of his barn. While I'm at it I'll haul out Hansen's book "Blessed are the Peacemakers", a book of good poetry about his
Vietnam warhell.

http://www.centralcinema.net/
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step 11: Inversion Mixing
I learned this trick in a cafe in Gaza many years ago.

I'd ordered an "orange squash" which is a product found in the British Commonwealth.
It's flavored syrup "cordial" you add to water to make a juice-like drink.
The waiter opened a bottle of water and poured a bit out ot make room.
He then added the heavy syrup, It settled straight to the bottom. So far so good.

I expected him to then shake it vigorously, check it, and then repeat like I did at home,
Instead he capped it, turned it upside down a few times, and set it on the table.

I was young and I said something about "It can't possibly be mixed".
But it was.

I've since heard of actual research that shows this method is the most effective known.
The spherical bubbles create much turbulence as they rise through the liquid.

step 12: Pallet Bed in Pipe
This is in a gully across the street from a high school in Austin Texas.
Someone put these two pallets in a storm drain. They're high enough to stay out of the water even in a moderate rain.
It's a great place for kids to smooch, smoke embalming fluid, and give each other tattoos during school.

I saw reflections back in the pipe when I took these pictures. Apparently it's a great place to hide bicycles stolen from fellow students also.
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step 13: Yard Sign for Peace
There are lots of signs like this in front of houses in Austin Texas.
They're made of the same plastic material as other campaign and roadside advertising signs.
It's a good way to let people know that some Texans favor peace. It'll get you in less trouble than wheatpasting, graffitti, or chaining yourself to a roadblock, and the
message is easy to understand.

http://www.thirdcoastactivist.org/
http://mds-austin.pbwiki.com/
lists where in Austin to get them for a "suggested donation" of $3 each.

I thought I'd make my own signs just like this. I used www.dafonts.com (thanks Saul!) to find the same font. Looks like Santana Black Condensed. Then I used Gimp to
lay it out. Now I'm shopping for a sign printer. More news to come.

http://www.thirdcoastactivist.org/
http://mds-austin.pbwiki.com/
http://www.dafont.com/santana.font?nb_ppp=50&af=on&psize=s&text=FOR+PEACE+NOW
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step 14: "Monkey on my Back" Baby Leash
Heather and Hayden are in the Phoenix airport waiting for their flight.
Hayden's wearing a harness and leash. The harness has a built-in backpack that looks like a monkey riding on his back. The leash is the monkey's tail.

"He's a runner.", says Heather.

I have vague recollections of my mom taking me out on a leash. I thought it was great. I could do whatever I wanted, and didn't have to constantly respond to some adult
telling me what to do. Plus I could run around and pull on the leash, or try to swing on it, etc.
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step 15: Red Curb Demon
Someone spilled some paint while painting red curbs in The Mission district, San Francisco.
Someone came along later and turned it into "The Red Curb Demon".

A red curb means "no parking, stopping, or anything".
A cop once pulled me over into one of these red curb area which was also a bus stop.
He wrote me a $270 ticket for being there, even though he picked the spot.

From the California Driver's Manual
Parking At Colored Curbs
Painted colored curbs have the following special parking rules:

White: Stop only long enough to pick up or drop off passengers or mail.

Green: Park for a limited time. Look for a sign next to the green zone or for the time painted on the curb.

Yellow: Stop no longer than the time posted to load or unload passengers or freight. Drivers of noncommercial vehicles are usually required to stay with the vehicle.

Red: No stopping, standing, or parking. (Buses may stop at a red zone marked for buses.)

Blue: Parking is permitted only for a disabled person who displays a placard or disabled person or disabled veteran license plates. Disabled people with a placard or
special plates may park in special areas for unlimited periods of time, regardless of time restrictions. No one else may park there. Qualified persons may apply at any
DMV office for a parking placard or special plates.

An identification card will be issued to holders of disabled person or disabled veteran license plates.

http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/hdbk/pgs29thru31.htm
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step 16: Identify Different Types of Plastic
for purposes of welding plastic. The large pieces they deal with are usually not marked with recycling codes.
from: http://www.malcom.com/downloads/techtips/tips.pdf

PLASTICS RECOGNITION
So that you can recognize which plastic you are dealing with, the following simple test is recommended:

1. A short test weld with the available welding rod. If the welding rod or tape is fixed firmly,
the problem is solved.

2. Take a small sliver or shaving of the material to be welded and light it with a match,
observe the flame and smell the smoke.
On PVC blackish smoke and acrid smell
On Polyethylene no smoke, the material drips like a candle and also smells of wax
On Polypropylene no smoke, the material drips like a candle and smells of burnt oil
On Polyamide no smoke, pulls to form thread, smells of burn horn
On Polycarbonate yellowish sooty smoke. Sweetish smell
On ABS blackish smoke, soot flakes, sweetish smell

The welding rod and tape has the following colors: Welding temperature in Â°C
Hard PVC rod grey and red 300Â°C
Soft PVC rod transparent 400-500Â°C
Soft PVC tape grey 400-500Â°C
Hard Polyethylene rod black and white 300Â°C
Hard Polyethylene tape white 300Â°C
Soft polyethylene rod black 270Â°C
Soft Polyethylene tape transparent 270Â°C
Polypropylene rod grey 300Â°C
Polypropylene tape natural 300Â°C
Polymide rod black 400Â°C
Polycarbonate rod transparent 350Â°C
Xenoy tape grey 350Â°C
ABS rod white 350Â°C
ABS tape white 350Â°C

Because containers, pipes and foils are available in many different colors, it is not possible to judge from the color of an Article from which thermoplastic it is made. Since
however 50% of goods are made of types of polyethylene this eases your recognition problem.

If contrary to expectations you have problems when welding, contact the service center at the address

http://www.malcom.com/downloads/techtips/tips.pdf
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step 17: Bumper Chair
Martin Kelly is a crossing guard in Alameda, CA.
He welded up this nifty chair that plugs into the trailer hitch socket on his truck.
Now he can keep the kids safe while they cross the street and take a load off his feet at the same time.
The chair has a "lazy susan" bearing on the bottom so he can swivel around to see what traffic is coming.
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step 18: Chew a Hole in Your Computer
My Toshiba Satellite M35X - S161 laptop has a weak power connector.
They all do. The solder joints crack and then your battery doesn't charge and the computer stops working. I disassembled the computer and re-soldered it but it didn't
stay fixed. So I took a pair of side-cutters (wire cutting nippers) and carefully cut the case away all around the connector.
Then I reflowed the solder on the connector pins with a soldering iron. I put a piece of tape over the hole so as to not short anything out.

This laptop has another weird lockup mode, where it beeps three times and doesn't boot up. The screen is blank. To fix that you remove the battery and memory simms
and then plug them back in again.

The two problems get confused due to some similar symptoms, so I was always wiggling the power connector to see if that was the problem, which made the connector
problem worse.

Before long I was re-soldering it every day. Fortunately for the hole I'd chewed around it, that was easy. Eventually I unsoldered the connector completely and ran a
couple of wires from the circuitboard connector pads to the connector, and wrapped everything with tape.
That finally solved the problem.

By coincidence, the memory startup problem quit happening at the same time.
These dead Toshiba laptops would be cheap to buy and most likely these are the two problems they'd have. Enjoy!

step 19: Instant Stand
Got a stick you want to stand vertically?
Like a "don't park here" sign?
Here's how they make them in SF from some scrap plywood nailed to a 2x4.

http://www.irisvista.com/tech/laptops/ToshibaM35X/satM35X_1.htm
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step 20: Move Furniture With a Skateboard
These gents in the SF Mission district were just given a neon sign.
Fortunately they were also given a skateboard, which enabled them to move it many blocks.
As I caught up to them they were discussing the inevitable wrath of their girlfriends for bringing it into the house, and how to deal with it.
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step 21: Victor Brar's Punching Bag Alarm Clock
Vbrar made this great prototype of a punching bag alarm clock.
To turn it off he has to beat up on the punching bag. He put accelerometers into the bag to control the off switch. The accelerometers measure to see if if he was giving it
enough of a beating to shut off the alarm.

He also sewed this big head-shaped padded helmet to wear in Critical Mass rides.

Vbrar Pester him to make detailed instructables about these projects!

http://www.instructables.com/member/vbrar/
http://www.instructables.com/member/vbrar/
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step 22: Hay Bale Swimming Pool
Seen on Atlantic Avenue, Alameda CA.
There are probably stakes driven down through the bales into the ground to keep the water pressure from pushing the bales outward.

There are large staples holding the plastic on around the edge and sandbags holding it down inside and around the edge.
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step 23: Sewing While Filling New Bobbin
Pete Lynne's sewing machine has two feed spools on it. That way when his bobbin runs out of thread, he can take a loaded bobbin off the bobbin winder and put the
empty one on it.
Then he KEEPS SEWING!
The bobbin winder spins while the machine sews and automatically shuts off when the bobbin is full.
I've sewed for decades including commercial sewing, and I never learned this trick.
I always loaded bobbins ahead of time, bought pre-loaded bobbins, or stopped and loaded them at the time. All those methods take unnecessary time. I want that time
back!

btw that's the best sewing machine any of us have ever used, a "Unicorn" from Korea. It's incredible.
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step 24: Bleach Your Shoes
Chris Barnhart told me about this trick.
Got a favorite pair that isn't your favorite smell? Soak them in bleach water and hang them out to dry.
No more bad smell!

When you get a new pair of used shoes, you might want to bleach them also.
I once got a case of plantar warts on my feet that took a year or more to get rid of.
I could have gotten them from used shoes, going barefoot in a public shower, etc. etc.
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step 25: Repair P-Tex snowboard or ski bases

Next time you see a ski with the p-tex bottom coming off it, pull it the rest of the way off and use it to repair your good ones. P-tex is a porous polyethylene that absorbs
wax and has very low friction with snow. You can buy "candles" made from this stuff for base repair, but the scrap stuff works too.

So I lit a strip of scrap p-tex on fire and dripped it into the holes until they were full. Then I filed and sanded it flat. Then I waxed it. Then I went snowboarding.

step 26: Christmas Tyrannosaurus Dragon
At Jack's auto parts, Oakland CA.

This toy dragon costume fits perfectly onto a robot tyrannosaurus toy.
When you throw the switch it monsters around playing christmas music and operating the mask's jaw and eyes with its little arms.

Near it on the counter is a "Don't touch this" Buddha. One cannot touch the Buddha, for the Buddha has attained nirvana and is free from all attachments. Those who
abstain from nirvana due to compassion for those who are not yet enlightened are termed Bodhisattvas. Perhaps the staff of this fine parts store are such persons. And
their loud little dog too.
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step 27: Texas Table
Human taxidermy texas-theme table spotted at the giant antique fleamarket held the first sunday of the month on the Alameda Point runway, California.
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step 28: Futon Frame Truck Rack Platform
Spotted at the same immense antique fleamarket.
A futon lattice frame attached to the lumber rack on this classic ford courier pickup truck.
It creates a mezzanine level for additional cargo, or for sorting the cargo carried in the main box.
It's tied on with bicycle innertubes of course.

step 29: Monster Wagon
Have to cross a swamp on the way to the fleamarket?
No problem with this home-customized monster-truck style wagon. The high-flotation tires will keep it from sinking into the muck.

Notice the washed out first picture? My pentax optio w30 has trouble shooting toward the sun. Any suggestions?
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step 30: Wheelchair Doghouse
Nicole Parsons added a cargo net behind her legs on her wheelchair.
Her dog decided it was his house and likes it a lot.

Nicole is a great dentist, so if you're near South San Francisco, have her fix your teeth.
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step 31: Folding Conveyor
This stock conveyor expands instantly to unload trucks quickly when they show up with new crates of counterfiet crocs and countless commodities.

Spotted at Walgreen's drugstore on Telegraph Ave., Berkeley CA.
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step 32: Sharpen Knife on Soapy Water Stone
To keep your water stone from clogging, put a little dish soap on it along with the water.
You'll feel the difference.

I went to the courthouse to turn in my certificate of completion from traffic school.
(didn't fully stop at a flashing red)
I had this knife in my pocket in a sheath from Kenya.
The cop at the metal detector asked "why do you have this?". I said "I build stuff, I use it all day long".
He said I should keep it in my backpack. In my pocket it's a concealed weapon, a "dirk or dagger", and a felony. A folding knife with the same blade length was no
problem.
He said "a visible handgun in your waistband would only be a misdemeanor."
Me: "you're saying this knife in my pocket is worse than a gun in my hand?"
He: "I'm just telling you what the law is. It doesn't always make sense to me either".

well, don't take legal advice from cops, and don't walk into the courthouse with a gun in your hand. even if the law is on your side.

step 33: Straighten a Pipe with Dumpster Ears
I got a deal (free) on this pipe cuz it got bent in a storm.
Here's how I straightened it using a dumpster.
Put a cardboard pad at the stress point if you're worried about kinking it.
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step 34: Instant Shoulder Bag and Personal Biodiesel Station
Joe rode his motorcycle to the hardware store and bought more than he thought he would. So in great anguish he accepted two shopping bags and tied them together
like this to make a shoulder bag.
He'll conscientiously return the bags to a bag-only recycling bin in order to keep them out of the north pacific gyre

He's standing in front of our personal biodiesel station. All we had to do is call Golden Gate Biofuels and ask them to drop it off. There's a digital meter on this 250 gallon
cube. We write down what we use on the clipboard and pay accordingly. No more going to gas stations for us! It's made from waste cooking oil, so we don't have to feel
bad about hurting the world or causing wars anymore. If everyone started doing it there wouldn't be enough waste oil to go around. I hope that happens. Then we'll switch
to something even cleaner!

http://www.vbs.tv/video.php?id=1485316091
http://www.ggpetrol.com/biodiesel.html
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step 35: Lashed Rudder Hinge
Blaze of Glory has a very durable lashed rudder hinge. It's done kind of like one of those Mexican snake toys.

I have no idea where or if this type of hinge is traditional, but it's definitely strong and secure.

http://www.instructables.com/community/Free-Boat---Blaze-of-glory-24ft-wharram-style-hul/
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step 36: Protein Style Burger
Are you on the Caveman diet? the Zone diet? Atkins?

Ask for a double-double burger "protein style" at In-And-Out Burger.
It's not on the menu. and this is what you'll get. A hamburger with lettuce instead of buns.
Heaven!
In this photo Mic munches while swapping tales of sewer exploration with Mose.

step 37: Car Antenna From Stainless Steel Cable
This one won't break. Made from a chunk of stainless steel stay cable from a boat.
It seems to have just the right amount of flex to stand up right.
I bet the new cars will have these next year.
Spotted in West Oakland.
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step 38: Instant Roll-Up Doors
Steel channels welded onto the side of this container act as tracks for the doors, which are nothing more than pieces of corrugated roofing tin. Very cheap and Effective.
The door is held in the up position by a C-clamp.
Spotted at a biodiesel refinery in West Oakland.
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step 39: Instant Shopvac Filter
The filter for this shopvac blew away in a gale.
I made a new one by tying a piece of a t-shirt over the intake with a strip of bicycle innertube.
For extra good filtration use fleece material or more layers.

step 40: Tilted Bike Rack
Someone had the bright idea to put a bend in this bike rack. It'll hold more bikes and is a lot easier to put your bike in. I've used the vertical kind that looks like this and
they're kind of awkward.

Looks like maybe this one was improved by accident, by someone running into it with a car.
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 eric m says:  May 10, 2009. 11:00 PM  REPLY
Polyamide is NYLON.

 pfred2 says:  Jun 11, 2009. 6:33 PM  REPLY
Nylon is a DuPont trade name.

 =SMART= says:  Jun 11, 2009. 3:40 AM  REPLY
Fantastic, Read every single one, very cool
Made me laugh about that knife being worse than the handgun part :P

 DiamondBack says:  Jun 10, 2009. 9:34 PM  REPLY
an overhead door, without it being overhead ... nice!

 DiamondBack says:  Jun 10, 2009. 9:09 PM  REPLY
heh, posted about the stand on the bandsaw post, before I saw this one. still an excellent idea

 cbrown222 says:  May 17, 2008. 4:32 AM  REPLY
for some reason that looks deathly

 DiamondBack says:  Jun 10, 2009. 9:07 PM  REPLY
Not at all. It's a horizontal bandsaw converted to a vertical bandsaw. What's the problem? I do that with the bandsaw at work all the time.

I like the shopping cart-converted-portable stand! I need to go round up more of those. The one I have is going to be a utility cart

 geeklord says:  Jun 9, 2009. 9:13 PM  REPLY
Gotta get my family to do #22, thats awesome!

 dutchthunder says:  May 25, 2009. 10:53 PM  REPLY
nice black mags!

 Tekgno says:  Oct 28, 2008. 8:42 AM  REPLY
Looks like a prison knife o.O

 UC FATHER TIME says:  May 21, 2009. 7:15 AM  REPLY
I believe you mean a "shank or a shiv " and no I've never been to prison.

 Lawst says:  May 14, 2009. 4:11 PM  REPLY
I hear it whispering, "Give me your fingers, I'm hungry."

 winman2000 says:  Apr 9, 2009. 9:14 AM  REPLY
The kiddy leash thing could probably qualify as child abuse in some states/countries =' p

 snowman46919 says:  Apr 10, 2009. 9:53 AM  REPLY
I definitely see them as a form of child abuse, your child should have enough respect for you and a sense of right and wrong to behave in public. Now
granted kids will be kids and I try to let my two sons be as independent as they want to be but I find it despicable that my four year old is more well
behaved than a lot of children these days and takes responsibility for his actions which some adults have trouble with doing. And before you jump to the
conclusion that I am some old fogey I am at the ripe old age of 23. That's my two cents on putting a child on a leash when with even the littlest bit of
commitment you could train a dog to behave without a leash.
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 daelans says:  Apr 14, 2009. 1:11 PM  REPLY
so its a bad thing that you have responsible kids, or that the kid did that in the first place?

 snowman46919 says:  Apr 15, 2009. 4:46 AM  REPLY
No, I think it's despicable that any child be on a leash when I have a four year old that's known for almost as long as he could walk when it's okay
to stray away from his parents and when it is not acceptable. Yeah he makes mistakes but what adult doesn't do that from test to time.

 zleebme says:  Apr 12, 2009. 2:01 PM  REPLY
I think that they are a great idea due to when i go to a very crowded place ex. airport , state fair ext. I love to let my daughter walk and be free but not
too far that i have to worry about her getting lost or snatched up by some maniac. the leash helps me accomplish that. now im not saying use it to tie
your kid to a lamp post when you go into the bar, or keep it on them 24/7 just because you don't want to pick your kid up, but it allows for a kid to be a
kid without to much worry

 winman2000 says:  Apr 10, 2009. 10:14 AM  REPLY
I kind of figured you weren't old when you said your kid was 4 years old ;-)

 snowman46919 says:  Apr 10, 2009. 11:12 AM  REPLY
Not trying to turn this into my own personal tirade over something as simple as a leash but this country is going to pot because people are scared
to discipline their children. If it weren't for sites like this there is a VERY LARGE amount of information and intelligence that would just die with the
previous generations. I am glad there is a place where we can pool what few good brain cells are left in this day and age. Okay okay I am done
with my rhetoric for today, no promises though.

 reedzilla says:  Mar 23, 2009. 2:11 PM  REPLY
does that red curb demon have a giant sparkler sticking out of his back? Very festive!

 jjmcgaffey says:  Feb 24, 2009. 10:06 AM  REPLY
Whahhhh....Central Cinema closed. They renovated the old Alameda Theater into a multiplex (well, a little one), and between that and the zoning arguments,
he decided to quit. That was a wonderful place.

 eperez43 says:  Jan 30, 2009. 3:35 AM  REPLY
#13. Yard signs - very nice end product. Would you explain the steps that you used in going from Santana font to finished sign? It looks like you used one of
those standard plastic signboards, with the little "cardboard channels" or hollow spaces to slide in wires.

You used Gimp, but how did you produce the Bright Red letters?
How did you calculate the space/size to fit onto a certain-sized sign?
How & on what did you print?
How did you attach to signboard and waterproof?

Like I said, nice Instructible...but I'd appreciate a bit more on How You Did It.

 jellysix says:  Dec 31, 2008. 11:53 AM  REPLY
There's a theater called the Ragtag in Columbia, MO which used to have a seating arrangement like this. They moved to a new building a few months ago
and I haven't been to see if they kept the old couches and chairs. They show excellent movies too.

 Poogle says:  Nov 21, 2008. 10:11 AM  REPLY
This is a wonderful instructable, packed with lots of crunchy bits along with the tips. Good job!

 invisiblelight386 says:  May 12, 2008. 1:40 PM  REPLY
oops, didnt know about that knife law

 rivetgeek says:  Nov 19, 2008. 10:56 AM  REPLY
In california the dirk or dagger law is per city not statewide. And it only affects double sided blades.

 smokehill says:  Aug 15, 2008. 8:55 PM  REPLY
Knife laws vary widely, just like gun laws, and their enforcement varies even more. In many, maybe most, states, carrying a normal fixed-blade hunting
knife is technically illegal, but you don't see convoys of paddy wagons hauling off everyone during hunting season. In my state I think the fixed-blade limit
is 3.5", but few of the knives you see on belts during deer & bear season have blades that short. I suspect that 99% of knife charges are just tacked-on
charges after someone is arrested for something actually serious, and that people are very seldom arrested just for having a technically illegal knife --
except for switchblades, which is a separate, and even stupider, set of laws.

Best idea is to check with your local cop shop and ask them what the rules are in your locale.
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 Aleksandr Skotbot says:  Nov 2, 2008. 5:58 AM  REPLY
In Colorado, I wanted to buy a butterfly knife. I was 13. The guy who sold it to me kindly explained that it was illegal for any person under the age of
18 to purchase, or attempt to purchase, a knife. Also, that butterfly knives were perfectly legal to purchase, but illegal to carry, concealed or
otherwise. Therefore, one could legally purchase the knife, but upon walking away, one would be in violation of the law. He then proceeded to sell 13-
year-old-me the knife, and watched me walk away. (:

 baba87 says:  Oct 30, 2008. 9:17 PM  REPLY
I like the Wheelchair doghouse. When i was sitting in a wheelchair like that i wish i had thought of that cause my dog always sat under my chair when i wasnt
moving around. Also it would have been great when i would go shopping so it could hold my purse with out me worring that someone could snatch it from me
which never happened thank goodness. you think you could come up something like that for a electric chair lol

 Tom133t says:  Sep 15, 2008. 4:56 PM  REPLY
I made my own, and it came out very nicely.

 ralfhotchkiss says:  Sep 13, 2008. 11:00 PM  REPLY
Thanks Tim; Thanks ever so much. This wealth of information is just as good as Popular Science and Mechanics were...50+ years ago.

 edugeek says:  Sep 2, 2008. 9:02 AM  REPLY
Photographer's back to the sun makes for better photos.

 jakdedert says:  Sep 2, 2008. 5:45 AM  REPLY
Re: Skateboard moving trick. Seriously good idea if you have nothing else. Never carry anything you can roll. That said IMO *everybody* should own some
moving appliance. My favorite is a convertible two-wheel hand truck that can be converted to a four-wheel mover. Get one with inflatable tires. Sure they're
big; but for seriously heavy loads, nothing else will do. It will sit in a corner for months...until you need it.
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=96324
Add this:]http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=98345

 smokehill says:  Aug 15, 2008. 8:34 PM  REPLY
Good solution to the Toshiba laptop power-socket. Same thing plagued mine, and I got around it for a year by pulling the plug sideways with mini-bungee
cords. When it finally broke for good I picked up an identical one with a bad LCD on eBay for 50 bucks and just use it as a "battery charger" for mine, so I
have two batteries & can swap them for constant power. Hated to dump the old thing since it's the toughest laptop on earth, judging by my abuse.

I eventually got a new PC, but the 10-yr-old Win98Toshiba still runs great after hitting the floor & walls many times (large dogs & pre-WiFi cables), and
getting its keyboard melted & replaced repeatedly (two years of nodding off on massive painkillers, dropping cigarettes on it). Bone infection finally got cured,
but I think the Toshiba suffered as much as I did.

I still use the old thing now & then, and I'll try to work up the nerve to carve up the area around the power socket. As monstrously well-made as this thing is,
I'm surprised they couldn't manage a connector that would stay put. I thought about gluing a scrap piece of plastic on afterward to protect the area, but if it
may need to be done repeatedly, perhaps duct tape is a better idea. I gather you won't deduct points for neatness?

Great tip -- thanks!

 jakdedert says:  Sep 2, 2008. 5:29 AM  REPLY
Simple enough on most lappies (Tosh included--I've done it) to simply swap the lcd and hard drive over to the one you're using for a battery charger.
Voila', instant 'new' laptop. Of course that assumes everything else is working on the 'donor' unit...and that it's worth doing for one that old...make it a
digital picture frame.

 Future filmaker says:  Aug 22, 2008. 6:54 AM  REPLY
hahaha...The regal theaters have the most comfortable seats in the world! there like airplane seats multiplied by 50thousand in comfort!

 mas9779 says:  Aug 21, 2008. 2:09 PM  REPLY
the concealed weapon thing is so people can run. if they see a gun they know to stay away. and folding knifes are only legle if its a non assisted blade.
folding knifes take time to open and that time can be used to run.

 amplificar says:  Jul 26, 2008. 6:25 AM  REPLY
Just a thought; if this only happens with the sun and not artificial lighting then it might be due to IR or UV.

To block IR, try holding a piece of plexiglass in front of the lens. Plexiglass is transparent to visible light, but not infrared.

Sunscreen on the plexiglass or lens might block some UV. (most sunscreens will probably cause blur)
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 NFI says:  Jul 16, 2008. 1:46 PM  REPLY
First, I love how people just comment without reference to which part of the instructable they're referring to... hilarious. My comment has to do with the
skateboard moving trick. I have two "barrel movers" I use, which are basically flat plastic circles with two opposing handles cut out, and four caster wheels on
bottom to distribute weight. I have moved some seriously heavy items with them, including a half-full refrigerator, which I would have emptied fully, had it
been up to me at the time... Also, though, you might try this trick - I'm sure someone else has used it, although I just sort of "came up with it" when I had to
help someone move some items at their parents' old home that were quite heavy. If you happen to have an old thick blanket or quilt handy, especially one
you don't really need, or one that you get free from goodwill, etc. - that you might pad the back of your truck with, for example, to prevent scratches... you
can use it as an improvised sling for extremely heavy items. Tilt the item up, one side at a time, pass the blanket underneath it, centering it as much as
possible, with the longer ends of the blanket protruding toward each of the two individuals who will be moving the object. Once you have the item balanced,
"twist" the ends of the blanket together, and lift them, creating a hammock type sling under the item, which should allow you to move it surprisingly easily,
compared to both of you grabbing some small fingerhold that will cut into your hands and trying to move in an uncomfortable position with so much weight.
For example, we moved one of those huge old televisions that were the CRT type, black and white, with all the amenities stored in the same furniture with it -
speakers, a record player, and a radio. We were able to lift and carry it without much strain at all in this manner. Try it sometime!

 icanryme2002 says:  Jul 2, 2008. 5:18 PM  REPLY
She does have amazing legs. Like wow.

 HamatoKameko says:  Jun 24, 2008. 11:51 AM  REPLY
If only the skateboard furniture moving trick had occurred to me when I was moving apartments a couple of years ago. I wouldn't have spent a week in the
nearly-empty old apartment barely able to move from a strained back.

Awesome tips, as usual. :D

 Kent says:  Jun 17, 2008. 7:33 AM  REPLY
Exposure time does not matter when shooting the sun, unless "less than" means 1/100 or 1/50 of a second. That is longer than 1/200. Slower shutter speed
will cause the camera to need a smaller aperture. A smaller aperture will help. To get a smaller aperture, use a longer exposure time, or a higher ISO.
To avoid glare, keep the sun off the lens with a lens hood, or even a shadow from your hand, a hat, or any object. Sometimes you can find a shadow of
something you can use.
The lens has to be clean. This kind of glare can be a greasy fingerprint on the lens. It can also be because the anti-reflection coating on the lens is gone,
from cleaning with ammonia based glass cleaner or too-vigorous cleaning.

 bruno13069 says:  May 19, 2008. 7:46 AM  REPLY
Many years ago (I was 17.), I helped my Bro-in-law move a fridge and stove into my parents' garage. We're struggling with the stove for a few minutes (back
problems all around) when I told him to set it down.
I ran to my room and grabbed a pair of skateboards. We used them as dollies and the hardest part was keeping the items balanced on the boards.
For a few years after that, he called me "MacGyver" because I would find unusual ways to make things work.
I still can't ride a skateboard to save my life, but I'm glad I had them in the back of the closet.

 _soapy_ says:  Jun 12, 2008. 12:04 PM  REPLY
We used my brothers skateboard like this for years. It quite rapidly lost all the strength from the wood, and would bow to the ground and drag, but it still
worked ok. It ended up smashed, but only after a lot of abuse.

 neuralstatic says:  May 21, 2008. 4:52 PM  REPLY
if they aren't white or if you're worried about hurting the fabric, you could also try one of the enzymatic cleaners. it takes the stink out of a sweaty ball cap
nicely.

 bryanpeters says:  May 20, 2008. 9:20 PM  REPLY
I thought for sure you were going to use your hat as a filter in 39...

 frazeeg says:  May 19, 2008. 10:40 AM  REPLY
Not much you can do to eliminate that problem but adjust the exposure time. You'll probably want something less than 1/200th of a second when shooting
into the sun. A smaller f-stop will also help.

 xcoastie says:  May 19, 2008. 6:34 AM  REPLY
We used one of these for my 2 year old son in the airport. We got a few dirty looks from people to ignorant to understand how great a "leash" is. My son
could run and play in total safety without bothering other people.

 Dragons says:  May 17, 2008. 2:59 PM  REPLY
California "Jack stands"? Those things have been around for ever and are in every junkyard I have been in.
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 i make shooting things says:  May 17, 2008. 12:51 PM  REPLY
step 12 will be amazingly help full thanks
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